The American West: Forces of Change “1860’s – 1890’s”
I. By the mid 1860’s the land held by the Native Americans west of the Mississippi was now being claimed by people from the North, South and distant Europe:


- Nomadic Life vs. Industrialization / Immigration / Progress
II. Forces at Work:
a) 1862 Congress passes Homestead Act = 160 Acres $10, cultivate the land for 5 years.

b) May 10, 1869 “Wedding of the Rails” Transcontinental railroad completed. Promontory Point, Utah.

c) Railroads led to extermination of the Buffalo.

d) Technology = McCormick’s horse drawn grain reaper. Joseph Gliden introduced “Barbed Wire” in 1874.

e) Mining: Comstock Lode.

III. Conflict on the Plains: In 1867 the federal government sent a peace commission to meet with several Indian nations. It was an effort to end the constant warfare. The Native Americans were to live on two great reservations… Oklahoma and Dakota/Montana territory. Those who refused would be forced. Treaty of Laramie      Gen.  William Tecumseh Sherman…”Take the offer, it is your last,best chance.”
a) The Battle of Little Bighorn. (1876) “Custers Last Stand”

• 264 solders killed by Cheyenne and Souix led by Sitting Bull and Crazy Horse.

b) Nez Perce Retreat. (1877)

• Chief Joseph’s two month retreat 1500 miles surrenders at Bear Paw Mountain close to the Canadian border in Montana.

c) Geronimo in the Southwest. (1886)

• Organized Resistance among Apache and Comanche, spread terror along Mexican border. Surrendered in 1886.

d) The Dawes Act. (1887)

• Congress passed law which broke up Native American Nations it gave each family 160acres to cultivate. After 25 years granted ownership and citizenship.  
• Failure… Did not take to farming, Tribal bonds.  Wait for F.D.R. in 1930’s

e) Wounded Knee, South Dakota, Dec. 1890
• “Ghost Dance Cult.” Powerful vision of Native revival.
• Alarmed white miners and “sod busters.”

• 7th Cavalry arrested a band of Souix men, women and children. A disturbance broke out, the 7th fired on the unprotected band killing 190.

• This tragedy marks the end of armed resistance by Native Americans on the American Frontiers.
f) “Buffalo Bill” Cody’s Wild West Show Opens in 1885.

• This extravaganza perpetuates the myths and legends of the American West for generations.
g) The injustices done to Native Americans were chronicled in a best selling book by Helen Hunt Jackson, A Century of Dishonor “1881.”
